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F A I R FA X  F A C T S 

 

CITY HALL HOURS  

Monday ð Friday 
7:30 AM ð 4:00  PM 

City Hall Phone: 846-2204 
Email: 

fairfax@southslope.net 

Website:  fairfaxia.com 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS  

*****************  
 

Library Board Meeting  

July 5 - 7:00 PM 

Fairfax Public Library 

 

Council Meeting 

July 12 - 7:00 PM 

Fairfax City Hall 

 

Planning & Zoning 

July 19 - 7:00 PM 

Fairfax City Hall 

 

Parks and Beautification 

Committee Meeting 

July 21 - 7:00 PM 

Fairfax Public Library 

 

Fire Department  

July 25 - 7:00 PM 

Firemenôs Hall 

City of Fairfax 
Office of the Clerk 

PO Box 337   319-846-2204 

Fairfax, IA 52228-0337  fairfax@southslope.net 
 

 

PARK PAVILION PAD FUNDRAISER  
 

 The City of Fairfax has received a donation of a new park pavilion, from 

Eastern Iowa Buildings, for Hawks Ridge Park.  This park is our newest addition 

to our park system and is located at 390 West Prairie Drive in Fairfax. 

 We are sponsoring a fundraising project that is also an advertising 

opportunity for your organization or a donation opportunity for your family.  The 

City of Fairfax will be selling sponsorship of 52 sections of stamped concrete 

under the overhang of the pavilion, along the edge of the pavilion concrete pad.  

These sections will be 3ô x 3ô. 

 Each section will cost $500.00.  For this $500.00 the City of Fairfax will 

pay to have a mat designed for the imprint, have the concrete poured and 

imprinted, and will maintain the sections.  This is a onetime fee.  Yes, years of 

recognition for only $500.00.  Also, the City of Fairfax will be publicizing the 

names of the sponsors of this great park project.  We appreciate the support and 

we want to make all of our residents aware of your contributions. 

 

Example of a concrete section with an ad:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We hope to move quickly with this fundraising project.  We must have all 

decisions about sections made before any concrete is poured.  The earlier we get 

the concrete poured, the sooner the pavilion can be used and enjoyed by the entire 

community.  If you have any questions about this project, please contact Parks 

and Beautification Committee member, John Berns at (319) 845-3060. 

 If you, your business, or a group of your family or neighbors wants to 

sponsor a section, please contact the city clerkôs office immediately. 

 



R E C O L L E C T I O N S  O F T H E  PA S T     

THE CARL AND MARY KOEHLER HISTORY CENTER  

615 First Avenue SE, Cedar Rapids 

 
 The History Center has a new temporary exhibit titled ñMain Streets of Linn County.ò  

The exhibit highlights the main business district in each of Linn Countyôs existing communi-

ties.  The communities and the lives of individuals who called these places home, have all 

changed in a vast number of ways over the past 150 years. 

 Fairfaxôs own Vernon Cerveny submitted items for the Fairfax display.  Be sure you 

stop in to see our information as well the information from the other communities. 

 This exhibit will be open 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Tuesday through Saturday until De-

cember 31, 2011.  Admission to the History Center is by donation.  The Carl and Mary Koehler 

History Center is owned and operated by the Linn County Historical Society, a nonprofit corpo-

ration. 

 There are also other exhibits to view while you are at the History Center.  They have 

information and displays on archaeology, Native Americans, farming, immigration, local indus-

tries, and the people of Linn County. 

 

THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW  

 

St. Patrick Cemetery 

 

 The 21-flag display at the St. Patrick 

Cemetery was assembled in memory of       

J. W. and Pat Lefebure through a memorial 

fund established by their family.  The flag 

poles were installed at the cemetery by their 

sons:  Don, Gary, Dean, and Dale as well as their grandsons:  Mike, Bill, Lance, 

Jody, Aric, and Neil.  The flags are flown each year on memorial Day, Independ-

ence Day, and Veterans Day and are maintained by the sons and grandsons.  Other 

members of the J. W. and Pat Lefebure family include Mary Ann Costigan and 

Marilyn Lefebure of Cedar Rapids and Raymond Lefebure of Fairfax. 

 

Fairfax Cemetery 

 

 Thank you to the trustees of the John Krall Trust Fund for granting the funding 

for the 21-flag display at the Fairfax Cemetery.  The volunteers of the Fairfax Fire 

and Rescue Department agreed to store and raise flags on special occasions.  Our 

Legion Pekomy Post #572 gave the project their guiding hand.  This is a very nice 

tribute to our community,  for both living and dead - veterans and non-veterans. 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!  



 The rain tried to put a damper on things during the USA Days, but before, during, and after a lot of fun was had.  I 

have to say that those were the best fireworks I have ever seen - good job to the Fairfax Fire Department for putting on 

such a good show.  If you missed it, you will have to check it out next year.  I also want to thank the Fairfax State Sav-

ings Bank and the other local businesses, individuals, and groups that put so much time, effort, and resources into mak-

ing this such a fun weekend.  It makes my head hurt to think of coordinating all of that so we can all come together as 

friends, neighbors and family to have a good time.    

  When I first started as Mayor one of the words that I wanted to direct my time here was Unity.  I see examples of 

this all the time in our growing town.  Thanks to the effort of our city staff and council we are working quickly towards 

putting some physical practice to this word.  We have nearly gotten the details, financing and planning finished for two 

new baseball fields, a soccer field and a new concession/bathroom area along with expanded parking.  We are also 

looking to embark on some drainage improvements along Cemetery Rd and in conjunction with that put in the often 

talked about trail that will truly be a connection point between the two parts of town.  We are also going to be putting in 

the final piece of new water main to replace the old in the original part of town.  It is my goal to have the financing in 

place and dirt turning by late fall if not early spring. So the next year or two will see a lot of change and improvement 

that I believe will make our town even better and unify us even more as we have more places to connect to-

gether.  There will be more exciting details coming as we go, we will also be putting information up on our website for 

you all to review and I will direct you to this at a later date.  In subsequent Mayor's Minutes, as space allows, I will dig 

into the percentage of down payment, grants, and what type of financing we are going to use to do these improve-

ments.  Sounds boring, but it is actually exciting stuff. 

  I hope everyone has a safe Independence Day and that as the weather warms up (I hope!!) that you make some 

great family and neighborhood memories.  As always if you have any questions, ideas or concerns- give me a call at 

319-310-0717 or email me at mayorrabe@gmail.com. 

-!9/2ȭ3 -).54% 

HOLIDAY WEEK SCHEDULE CHANGES  
 

Yard Waste Collection will be moved to  

Tuesday, July 5, 2011 

 

and 

 

Recycling and Regular Garbage Collection  

will be moved to Wednesday, July 6, 2011 

 

These changes are only for the week of July 4th. 

mailto:mayorrabe@gmail.com


 
Proudly Serving Fairfax  

& the Surrounding Communities  
Since 1998!  

 
 

*Complete Auto Body Repair & Refinish 
*I-CAR Gold Class Certified  

Facility & Technicians  
*Free Estimates ï Stop in Any Time 

*Paintless Dent Repair Available by Appointment 
 

_________________ 
 

21 Williams Boulevard ï Fairfax 
(319) 846-3434 

Monday-Thursday 7:00am to 5:30pm 
Friday 7:00am to 5:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am to 12:00pm 



FAIRFAX YOUTH SPORTS ASSOCIATION  

FALL YOUTH SOCCER  
 

For boys and girls ages 4years old - 2
nd

 grade (as of Fall 2011) 

 

Practices will begin week of July 25 

Games will be on Saturday mornings beginning Aug 20 

 

¶ All players must wear shirt, shorts, shin guards, stockings that cover the 

shin guards and shoes. 

¶ Tennis shoes or soccer cleats are acceptable. 

¶ Baseball shoes may be used if the front toe cleats are cutoff.  
 

This program is offered free of charge to residents of Fairfax. $25 registration fee for non-

residents. Make checks payable to FYSA and include with registration 

 
Questions? Please contact us at FYSA@southslope.net, or callé 

Jay Sheffner ï Youth Soccer Commissioner 

845-5157 

 

Complete this sign up form and mail to: 

FYSA 

PO Box 56 

Fairfax, IA  52228 

Forms also available at ñfairfaxia.comò and click on the ñFYSAò link 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOTE: If you played Fairfax Tball in the spring you only need to fill out name,  

grade and shirt size if different from Tball shirt. 

 

CHECK HERE IF INTERESTED IN HELPING COACH _____________ 

 

 

Players Name_________________________________    Age/ Grade Fall 2011 __________ 

 

Parent/ Guardian Name __________________________  Players Birth Date_____________ 

 

Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone # _________________________   Work/ Cell Phone # ___________________ 

 

Shirt Size Childs ____S____M____L____XL       Adult___S____M____L_____XL____2XL 

 

Parents Email __________________________________________________ _____________ 

 

******MAKE A DIFFERENCE éé. VOLUNTEER******  



FA I R FA X  F I R E  A N D  R E S C U E  

P R O U D L Y  SE R V I N G  F A I R F A X - W A L F O R D  A N D  SU R R O U N D I N G  A R E A S 

 Happy Independence Day from all of us at the Fairfax Fire and Rescue Department!  We are SO proud 

of our GREAT community and all of the great supporters that were out for Fairfax USA Days!  We would 

not be able to put on such an amazing day without the help of a lot of people.  Below is the list of people 

and organizations that made donations to the fireworks fund.  If we missed your name or you donated into 

the ñbootò, please know that we appreciate everyone who contributed.  We can thank all of our great do-

nors for contributing to the fund so we can keep them going from year to year. 

Alliant Energy 

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit #572 

The American Legion, Pekomy Post # 572 

Regis & Barbara Arp 

Big Rigger Builders, Inc. 

Gilbert & Mary Boxa 

Ronald "Bud" & JoAnn Burger 

Cartall, Inc. 

Ced-Rel Supper Club & Motel 

Vernon Cerveny 

Barb Conner 

Costigan Construction, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Emanuel 

Kevin & Kathy Everett 

Fairfax Chiropractic Center PLLC 

Fairfax Greenhouse (Don & Lori Norton) 

Fairfax Phase 2 Senior Citizens Housing 

Fairfax State Savings Bank 

Fauser Energy Resources 

Fidelitas Lodge No 364, AF & AM 

G & H Electric, Inc. 

William & Jeanne Gibney Trust 

Gordon Sevig Trucking Co. 

Hall and Hall Engineers, Inc. 

Margie Hansen 

Highway 151 Car Wash 

Hughes Nursery & Landscaping 

Jester Apparel, Inc. 

Jordan's Heating & Cooling (Steve Jordan) 

K&B Ag Supply, Inc. 

James & Karol Koch 

Krall Neuhaus Agency 

Gary & Rai Ann Kramer 

Donald & Carol Lacy 

Lefebure Farms, Inc. 

Gary & Bonita Lefebure 

Linn County Rural Electric Co-op Assn. 

Lopata Kitchen EnôCounters 

Harold & Jeanette McCormick 

Manatt's Inc. 

Tina Merta 

Merta Concrete Construction Company 

James & Laurie Neuhaus 

Novak Electric, Inc. 

Ronald & Cathy Nove 

Richard & Constance Prochaska, Jr. 

Professional Plumbing 

Royale Pools, Inc. 

Sankot's Garage, Inc. 

Daniel Selzer 

Selzer Enterprises, Inc., Fairfax DQ 

Ron & Carol Stallman 

Shellyôs Hair Salon (Michele Alderson) 

Vernon & Victoria Slade 

Star Bar & Grill 

Cory & Stacy Stockton 

Teahen Funeral Home 

Tim Terrell & Co., Inc. 

V & B Enterprises, Cedar Landscaping 

Walford BP 

Walford Farmers Savings Bank 

Waln Repair & Collision Center 

The Waterworks C & I 

Karen Wernimont 

Wyndtree Farm 

Harold Zenisek 

 We heard so many compliments about the fireworks display our firefighters set off on Saturday night - 

thank you for your great comments!  Thank you to all of the firefighters for their expertise and hard work. 

 Please have a safe and wonderful month of July.  Stay safe if you are biking, walking, running, boat-

ing, or driving.  Also, please always keep a designated driver with you, if you will be drinking, so we can 

keep our great town safe! 



% 4 0 0 APY on  

applicable balances  

Balances over  

$10,000 will  

earn .10% APY*  

Guaranty Green 

Fairfax Office 
 300 80th St Ct 
 319-896-6190 

www.Guaranty-Bank.com 

A GREAT RATE  

Paid on your Guaranty Green Checking account balance of $10,000 and LESS.  

Our regular interest checking rate applies to balances over $10,000.  
 

BE GREEN WITH E-STATEMENTS  

Your Guaranty Green Checking account statements will be delivered electronically 

through our Guaranty Bank On -Line Banking.  

SAVE A TREE USE PLASTIC  

Youõre eligible for the bonus rate on this account when you use your Guaranty Bank 

debit card a minimum of 10 times each statement cycle for either PIN based  

or signature transactions - sorry, ATM transactions donõt qualify.  
 

PAPER IS OUT ELECTRONIC IS IN  

The last thing you need to do to qualify for the outrageous rate on this checking account 

is to have a monthly direct deposit of income or at least one monthly auto debit. Thatõs it!  

Checking 

*Rates effective 01/01/11. Balances over $10,000 will earn .10% annual percentage yield (APY).  

Interest rates are variable and may change at our discretion.  

Guaranty Green Checking account is currently only available at our Fairfax office.  



C I T Y C O U N C I L M I N U T E S      J U N E  1 4 ,  2 0 11 

CITY OF FAIRFAX  

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

JUNE 14, 2011 
  

 The regular meeting of the Fairfax City Council was held Tuesday, June 14, 2011 at Fair-

fax City Hall.  Mayor Jason Rabe called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Council members pre-

sent:  JoAnn Beer, Bernie Frieden, Travis Otto, Marc Magers, and Marianne Wainwright.  Other 

city staff present:  Cynthia Stimson, Cathy Bayne, Jeff Ammeter, Ron Dusil, and Lynn Miller.   

 Motioned by Frieden, seconded by Otto to approve the agenda.  Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, 

Magers, and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 Motioned by Magers, seconded by Beer to approve and place on file the City Council min-

utes from May 10, 2011.  Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, Magers, and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Mo-

tion carried. 

 Motioned by Frieden, seconded by Otto to place on file the Parks and Beautification min-

utes from April 21, 2011 and May 19, 2011 as well as the Library Board of Trustees minutes from 

May 3, 2011 and June 7, 2011.  Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, Magers, and Wainwright.  Nays:  

None.  Motion carried. 

 Linn County Deputy Pavelka presented the list of calls.  The Council reminded him of the 

USA Days celebration during the last weekend in June.  Parking during ball games was discussed. 

 Cathy Bayne stated that the library has been busy. 

 Motioned by Otto, seconded by Frieden to accept the bid of $2,235.00 from Merta Con-

crete Construction Co. for concrete work in front of the library.  Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, Mag-

ers, and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 Lynn Miller stated that the fire department has been busy preparing for USA Days. 

 Mayor Rabe and Ron Dusil will be getting more information about asphalt repairs to some 

street areas. 

 Bids from three different companies for work at the south entryway area were reviewed.  

Discussion was held about slight differences in the bids.  Volunteers are lined up to maintain this 

area. 

 Motioned by Frieden, seconded by Magers to approve up to $2,500.00 for this project.  

Lynn Miller is to review the bids and pick the best options.  Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, Magers, 

and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 Fourteen sponsors for the concrete pad have been received. 

 Motioned by Otto, seconded by Beer to approve the financial reports.   Ayes:  Beer, 

Frieden, Otto, Magers, and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 The engineering report was reviewed.  Ron Dusil asked about the timing of the needed la-

goon work.  Hall and Hall Engineers needs to meet with EDI and work out the details.  This will 

happen soon.  There will be no cost to the City of Fairfax for this work. 

 Motioned by Magers, seconded by Otto to approve the American Legionôs Outside Service 

Area application.  Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, Magers, and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion 

carried. 

 Motioned Frieden, seconded by Otto to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2011-37 A RESO-

LUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 3 FOR THE WATER MAIN REPLACE-

MENT PROGRAM, PHASE II IMPROVEMENTS.  Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, 

Otto, Magers and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  Mayor Rabe declared RESOLU-

TION 2011-37 duly adopted. 



 Motioned by Frieden, seconded by Magers to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2011-38 A 

RESOLUTION TO ISSUE PARTIAL PAYMENT #3 TO SCHRADER EXCAVATING 

& GRADING CO.  FOR THE WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROGRAM, PHASE II 

IMPROVEMENTS.  Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, Magers and Wainwright.  

Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  Mayor Rabe declared RESOLUTION 2011-38 duly adopted. 

 Discussion was held concerning the depth of the water main.  Some areas are shallow 

because we dug out the ditches and the main was placed at the same elevation as the old main.  

The engineer is recommending that we seed the areas for now and check again during the sec-

ond part of this project. 

 Motioned by Magers, seconded by Frieden to approve the site plan and building permit 

application for a new building at 70 Williams Blvd., owners Michael and Deanna Heintz.  

Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, and Magers.  Nays:  None.  Abstain:  Wainwright.  Marianne Wain-

wright abstained because the owners are her parents.  Motion carried. 

 Motioned by Otto, seconded by Magers to approve the site plan and building permit ap-

plication for a storage building and awning at 522 Williams Blvd., owner Jay Hopkins.  Ayes:  

Beer, Frieden, Otto, Magers, and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 Shane Wicks stated that the storm sewer re-alignment work along Ridge Drive has been 

completed, but it is full of sediment.  Gordon Sevig needs to get this cleaned out and then we 

can check for flow before we accept the storm sewer. 

 An email from IDOT about future bridge work along Highway 151 was reviewed and 

discussed. 

  Motioned by Frieden, seconded by Magers to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2011-39 A 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN IDOT AGREEMENT FOR MAINTENANCE AND 

REPAIR OF PRIMARY ROADS .  Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, Magers and 

Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  Mayor Rabe declared RESOLUTION 2011-39 

duly adopted. 

 Motioned by Frieden, seconded by Magers to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2011-40 A 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A POLICY FOR THE INVESTMENT OF PUBLIC 

FUNDS.  Roll call vote:  Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, Magers and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  

Motion carried.  Mayor Rabe declared RESOLUTION 2011-40 duly adopted. 

 Mayor Rabe gave a presentation on project planning and financial issues.  The City 

Council would like to move forward with these projects.  A special meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, June 27, 2011, at 6:00 PM to discuss the project details and review revised financial 

information. 

 Mayor Rabe announced that the property owners have agreed to the main points of Op-

tion 4 for the trail placement and drainage improvements. 

 A draft of a golf cart ordinance was reviewed.  Revisions will be made and this ordi-

nance will be placed on the next agenda. 

 Mayor Rabe has completed the annual employee reviews for the maintenance depart-

ment and the city clerkôs office.  The reviews and recommended payroll changes were dis-

cussed.  The Library Board has already made their decisions for payroll changes for the library 

staff for FY2012. 

 Motioned by Magers, seconded by Frieden to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2011-41 A 

RESOLUTION APPROVING WAGES FOR CITY EMPLOYEES .  Roll call vote:  Ayes:  

Beer, Frieden, Otto, Magers and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  Mayor Rabe de-

clared RESOLUTION 2011-41 duly adopted. 

  



 Motioned by Frieden, seconded by Beer to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2011-42 A 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS FOR THE LIBRARY 

AND FIRE DEPARTMENT 2010-2011 FISCAL YEAR END BALANCES.  Roll call vote:  

Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, Magers and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried.  Mayor 

Rabe declared RESOLUTION 2011-42 duly adopted. 

 Motioned by Magers, second by Otto to approve the claims listed dated June 14, 2011.  

Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, Otto, Magers, and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 Cathy Krouse asked about the status of the South Slope grant for the pavilion pad pro-

ject.  She also discussed a grant through Linn County Solid Waste for receptacles.  An  educa-

tional forum will be required as part of the process. 

 Jerry Frey, of 61 E Cemetery Road, stated that he has septic problems.  He was in-

structed to talk to Linn County Public Health. 

 The city clerk informed the city council that there is not anything the City needs to do 

for the redistricting project through Linn County.  Because Fairfax will be only one precinct, 

the Redistricting Committee will do all of the necessary paperwork. 

 The City received an annexation notification from the City of Cedar Rapids for property 

on the north side of Highway 30. 

 Motioned by Frieden, seconded by Beer to adjourn the meeting.  Ayes:  Beer, Frieden, 

Otto, Magers, and Wainwright.  Nays:  None.  Motion carried. 

 Mayor Rabe adjourned the meeting at 8:52 PM. 

  

Mayor Jason Rabe 

City Clerk/Treasurer Cynthia Stimson 

Disclaimer:  The foregoing minutes are not official until approved by the City Council. 

C I T Y C O U N C I L M I N U T E S  J U N E  1 4 ,  2 0 11  CO N T I N U E D  

CITY NEWS QUICKIES  

 
¶ Remember to keep your grass/weeds mowed.  The City adopted a mowing ordinance in 

 2010 which sets height limits and mowing time frames as well as fines. 

¶ School is out.  This means more children out and about.  Drive carefully. 

¶ Water/Sewer/Solid Waste bills are due by the 15th of the month.  If you have a second  

 water meter it is now active, but it has been combined with your main meter bill.  So 

 you  will receive only one bill, instead of two.  You are still only being charged water 

 for the usage on that second meter. 

¶ Be sure to keep your animals on your property and under your control.  No one wants 

 messes in their yard from a neighborôs animal. 

¶ If you have a digging project, be sure to call Iowa One Call at 1-800-292-8989 before you 

 dig.  They will notify the utilities to mark all lines.  Stay safe when you dig. 

¶ Contact the city clerkôs office to find out about building permit requirements for any  

 building project you have planned.  Building permits are not required for roofing and 

 siding projects. 

¶ If you will be moving, contact the city clerkôs office.  We need to know your forwarding 

 address and when you will be moving. 

¶ SD on your water bill stands for sewer debt.  This is a monthly set fee to pay the debt  

 payments for the sewer treatment plant. 



PHASE 2 OF THE WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROGRAM  
 

 Schrader excavating has completed the first stage of the Phase Two Water 

Main Project along Main Street and Siepman Road.  In July, Schrader Excavating 

should be at work on the second stage of the Phase Two Water Main Project lo-

cated along all of Losey Avenue and the south portion of Nickolet Street. 

CITY OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON  

 

MONDAY, JULY 4, 2011 

 

For Observance of Our Nationôs Birthday 

 

We Wish You a Save and  

Happy Holiday Weekend 

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE FACTS 
 

 Each issue of the FACTS is sent to every Fairfax address.  It is also set out 

at area businesses for others to pick-up.  A full page advertisement is only 

$100.00, a half of a page is $50.00, and a quarter of a page is $25.00.  If you 

are interested in placing an advertisement, contact the city clerkôs office at 

316-846-2204 or at fairfax@southslope.net .  The deadline for submittal each 

month is the Monday of the last full business week. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

        The approximate area to be rezoned is circled on the map. 

 
                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                     ¹ 
 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF FAIRFAX  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

REZONING APPLICATION ï ZONING CLASSIFICATION  
 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:  
 

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held before the 

Fairfax City Council upon the application of Gordon Sevig the owner 

of Lot 148, Prairie View Estates Part 2, Fairfax, Linn County Iowa and 

the contract purchaser, Caseyôs General Stores, Inc.  The current zoning 

is 9 RS: Single Family Residential District and they are requesting that 

the zoning be changed to the C-2 Highway Commercial District.  The 

said hearing is planned to be held before the Fairfax City Council at 

Fairfax City Hall, at 525 Vanderbilt Street, on Tuesday, July 12, 2011 at 

7:00 PM or soon thereafter, at which time and place you may appear 

and be heard in regard to said application.  The Fairfax Planning and 

Zoning Commission is still working on their recommendation.  Sched-

uling this hearing assumes that the Planning and Zoning will have 

made their recommendation ready by this time. 

 

Cynthia Stimson, City Clerk/Treasurer 



P L A N N I N G  A N D  Z O N I N G  M I N U T E S          J U N E  2 2 ,  2 0 11 

 Chairman Kell called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.  Present:  Sobaski, Meyers, Kunze, Kell, Nurre, Sou-

kup, and Boxa.  The Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed the minutes from the March 15, 2011 meet-

ing.  Motion to approve the minutes came from Gib Boxa and was seconded by Dennis Kunze.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 The next item on the agenda was the presentation of the rezoning of the lot on the SW corner of Hwy 151 and 

Beverly Road from 9RS-Single Family Residential to C-2-Highway Commercial.  JoAnn Dyar of Ankeny, Iowa 

spoke on behalf of Caseyôs General Stores.  In 2006, the gas station in town was purchased by Caseyôs with plans 

to expand or rebuild with more updates, such as a fully operating kitchen.  The biggest issue is there was no sewer 

or water and they are currently on septic, which would be an excessive cost to Caseyôs to rebuild.  They wish to 

put a second location on the lot owned by Gordon Sevig and not replace the current Caseyôs.  Gordon Sevig sent 

out a flyer asking the public to send in a response card on the citizensô opinions of a Caseyôs going on the lot.  He 

sent out 1,100, received 157 cards saying yes to Caseyôs and 37 back saying no for Caseyôs.  Of the cards he re-

ceived back, 80% were positive feedback and 20% were negative.  LeAnne Krell, the legal counsel for Caseyôs, 

had the opportunity to speak.  She stated putting a Caseyôs on that property would be consistent with the current 

use along Hwy 151.  Pictures were presented on what the new Caseyôs would look like.  Bob Monk, Gordon 

Sevigôs realtor spoke and said he felt there would be no negative effects on the surrounding property values if a 

Caseyôs were to go up there.  Ms. Krell spoke about a commercial realtor/appraiser and said theyôve dealt with a 

similar issue on numerous occasions and they have not seen properties negatively affected and in some cases it has 

raised surrounding property values. 

 Other points brought up were Caseyôs engineer sees no issues in general on rezoning this property to commer-

cial.  It was $228,000 to bring in water to the site where Caseyôs location currently is and it will cost about $1.6 

million to build a new Caseyôs in the proposed location.  Chairman Kell requested to look at the November 2010 

minutes so the board could be refreshed on all that was talked about when this was discussed in the previous meet-

ing.  Gordon Sevig had the opportunity to speak and restated that he wished to rezone the property to commercial. 

 The public hearing began, under the direction of Chairman Kell.  Name and address needed to be stated by 

each person speaking and their comments were to be held to 90 seconds. 

Becky Kramer- 404 Sunset Drive- Only óyesô answers were options on the flyer.   Beverly Road residents didnôt 

receive the flyers Gordon Sevig mailed out. 

Melody Vance- 6500 Beverly Rd- She stated that she is the property closest to the proposed Caseyôs entrance and 

she did not receive a flyer.  Owns storage facilities in Fairfax, next to the existing Caseyôs and said the water/sewer 

would be an expensive option but believes it would be well worth the investment to revamp the current Caseyôs 

and not build the 2nd location across from her house. 

Beverly Suthers- 6409 Beverly Rd- Stated there was a 30ô easement between their property and the lot on discus-

sion and there has not been a survey done on their property yet.  She is not for the rezoning. 

Don Grisham- 6031 Beverly Rd- Did not receive a flyer.  Wondering how it affects his property value.  Discussed 

his concerns about how the entrance would be so close to the curve and also wanted to know a traffic count as to 

what Caseyôs would bring as far as increased traffic goes. 

Devin Pipkin- 6000 Beverly Rd- Had a whole list of issues- disappointed in Caseyôs lack of preparation, no docu-

mentation, have not been consistent with the facts that should be presented about that location, concerned about his 

property value and how to be sure his property will not be negatively affected, no idea of traffic counts, wants to 

know the criteria the surveyors used when looking at the lot.  LeAnne spoke to answer Devinôs questions.  She said 

the commercial realtor/appraiser she talked to was in the Iowa City area, Mike Esker, and he said he believed it 

would be the highest and best use of the lot- #1 use being commercial and #2 use would be high density hous-

ing.  Traffic counts are unknown, but believes it would be minimally impacted, since not many travel a long ways 

out of the way to go to a gas station.  With a new location, may have high traffic counts at first, and then will slow 

down.  Once the lot is rezoned, then Caseyôs works on the site plan that would take into consideration turn radius 

of trucks/clearance/pedestrian traffic.  LeAnne again spoke of it being consistent with use of Hwy 151 and corridor 

traffic- like the vet clinic and bank.  Buffers and things like that would be brought into the site plan. 

James Foth- 474 Sunset Dr- Of the four corners surrounding Hwy 151 and Beverly Rd, three of the four corners 

are residential and it should stay residential. 

John Welton- 6400 Beverly Rd- Questioned the amount of dirt being poured into the lot in discussion and he did 

not receive a flyer. 

Scott Sellner- 460 Sunset Drive- Asked the Planning and Zoning Commission to remain consistent on our voting, 

as we have in the past. 

Al Sankot- 468 Sunset Drive- Said a Linn Co Road Engineer he approached would not permit a Caseyôs entrance/

exit in the proposed area.   

Chairman Kell asked whose jurisdiction is the road there.  Shane Wicks with Hall and Hall, city engineer, said it is 

a Type C entrance and would need to be moved up to a B or possibly an A, based on what a traffic study would 

show and that is all controlled by the IDOT. 

 



Zach Sobaski- 110 Ridge Drive- Feels best use of the property would be the gas station.  Owns a business in Cedar 

Rapids and has developed ground before and would rather see a gas station go in than other options that could be 

on the table. 

Shane Schrader- 3229 120th St, Amana- Budget wise, no way for residential to go in unless they are ñcookie cutter 

housesò and asks us to think about the future use of that property. 

Joel Rudd- 472 Sunset Drive- His yard faces the pond.  He was told it would be a park. 

Jane Sankot- 468 Sunset Dr- Stated Gordon Sevig is the one who initially requested that lot be residential and it 

should stay that way.   

Andy Christensen- 6439 Williams Blvd- Did not receive a survey. 

Melony Rudd- 472 Sunset Drive- Concern of bright lights, litter, etc. that would come with a Caseyôs. 

Kyle Burroughs- 545 Vanderbilt St- Feels a Caseyôs would be a better view than cookie cutter houses in the long 

run. 

Kevin Railsback- 345 Prairie View Circle- Guidelines of housing shows they would be nicer homes that could only 

go in that lot- Concerned about traffic counts and school bus stops. 

Gordon Sevig did clarify that there were no restrictions on this lot and it was not a part of the covenant, so the 

guidelines that Kevin was discussing do not pertain to the lot in discussion. 

Sharon Langenberg- 453 Sunset Drive- Told 8 ½ years ago the land was going to be donated to the city for a park. 

Dave Neuhaus- Has been working in Fairfax for a long time and compliments all the board for serving the 

city.  Said it is not a popularity contest and to do whatôs best for the city long term. 

Theresa Jasa- 445 Prairie View Circle- Told the zoning was Single Family Dwelling when she moved there and 

now is concerned about the safety of her children. 

Linda DeSotel- 416 W. Prairie Drive- Concerned of appraisal value of her home/property, feels the Caseyôs is too 

close to the intersection, there has been no mention of the rec center that was proposed by Gordon Sevig on the 

flyer.  Concerned about the noise, trucks, lights, fuel trucks and is for improving the old Caseyôs, not building a 

new. 

Jon Hill- 155 Bluff Drive- Voiced he does not want us to discourage commercial businesses from coming into 

Fairfax, but there is a potential for spot zoning and on the comprehensive plan, shows this lot left as residential. 

Brian Balog- 132 Church St- Chairman of the Board of Adjustment- Asks us to give more thought to see a total 

plan of what is in store if a Caseyôs goes in.  Concerned over the entrance/exit and traffic.  Questioned the elevated 

land and if it would wash and flood the creek.  Felt not enough information for or against rezoning because of the 

amount of unanswered questions. 

Cynthia Stimson, city clerk/treasurer, said regardless if the Planning and Zoning Commission recommends to ap-

prove or deny the rezoning, it would not go to the Board of Adjustment. 

Patrick Slater- 195 Bluff Drive- Give credit to what Caseyôs is considering.  The tax revenue looks as if it would be 

good for the community.  Safety would be controlled and there would probably be more controlled traffic if a Ca-

seyôs went in there. 

LeeAnn, Caseyôs Legal Council, said tax base on an annual basis, the Caseyôs would bring about $68,480, which is 

the equivalent to 17 ½ homes. 

Patty Soukup- 209 Church St- Drives Hwy 151 twice a day and is concerned about the back up of traffic for re-

modeling the current Caseyôs. 

LeeAnn voiced again, it would be a 2nd location, not a replacement.  There are many examples of stores that are in 

close quarters, some instances three stores in a one mile radius and based on traffic patterns, all are able to stay in 

business.  The current location will not fulfill its function.  Meyers asked the question on if there were two stores 

close like these proposed stores would be, one with a functioning kitchen and one without that are still able to stay 

in business.  The question was not answered directly, but restated that there are many locations within a one mile 

radius that have functioning kitchens in both that are able to stay in business.  It is up to the shareholders of Ca-

seyôs and they will determine how long the old gas station would stay open. 

Caseyôs wants to work with the Fairfax community to deal with the community requests, such as buffers, berms, 

landscaping, etc  It was asked of LeeAnn what the issues were on remodeling or building a new Caseyôs and 

LeeAnn answered just the cost of the water and sewer and also that the board said no.  Chairman Kell asked what 

needed to be done to rebuild on the current site and Caseyôs replied water and sewer. 

Mayor Rabe stated that fourteen months ago the City of Fairfax worked to bring water and sewer to the property 

lot line of Caseyôs which would have been about $125k in costs for Caseyôs.  City did not receive word 

back.  Mayor Rabe asked all of the citizens to consider what is best for Fairfax.  Also asked if Fairfax gets a plan, 

could we reach an agreement?  He doesnôt want our town to miss out on a great opportunity if we can make it work 

for all. 
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Chairman Kell asked if there is room for compromise.   

Joel Rudd- Concerned since Caseyôs would sit on a higher property and with the amount of drainage they could 

have.  Wants specific figures on what his property value will do. 

Devin Pipkin- Asked what authority does the city of Fairfax have after we turn it to commercial? 

Shane Wicks- Requirements would fall to the code, which is minimal, but there would be no permits till a site plan is 

approved. 

Tom Ely- 5911 Beverly Rd- Stated new or old gas station, the Caseyôs would still have to deal with sewer and water 

costs. 

Sharon Ramsdell- 452 Sunset Dr- would prefer to see a Caseyôs rather than something unforeseen at this time. 

Harold McCormick- 1201 E Cemetery Rd- It could be a good transition as it would be no more maintenance for the 

City and the run-off could be less than if it were residential. 

Shane Wicks said there would also have to be water quality tests ran. 

Jane Sankot stated Gordon Sevig is the one who has held off on residential development. 

Lois Slater- 195 Bluff Drive- Traffic at this Caseyôs would be primarily local people, not people traveling long dis-

tances. 

Deanna Heintz- Stated Gordon Sevig changed where they were supposed to put the car wash and changed their lot 

from commercial to residential.   

Kevin Christensen- 407 Prairie View Circle- Will Gordon Sevig give the rest of the lot to the city and can we get 

confirmation from him on that. 

Kevin Slater- 409 Main St- Wouldnôt want more noise, but we should be reasonable and try to compromise. 

Jon Hill asked if we could just rezone the portion of the lot to commercial and rezone the rest to conservation.  There 

is a concern with Beverly Road traffic. 

Marc Majors- 125 Horizon- Can we form a group to try to compromise?  As it is now, there will not be a clear deci-

sion. 

Arlene Schaufenbuel- 406 Sunset Drive- She built a nice house in this neighborhood because no commercial was 

promised and now is very leery to trust Gordon Sevig again. 

Melody Vance voiced concern of garbage as she already picks up so much from the current Caseyôs when it blows 

onto her storage properties.  LeAnne Krell told her to call Caseyôs and complain. 

Cory Fabert- 6713 Coneflower- He was told ten-twelve houses would be put up in that land.  Worried his house will 

move into the flood zone, as he already had to go through surveyors to get his removed from the flood zone.  Was 

told the water flood zone will be determined by how much concrete is put in that lot.  Currently, his property is out 

of the flood zone by inches. 

Chairman Kell closed the public hearing, but voiced the concern to make sure the citizens both for and against the 

rezoning request follow the process and it isnôt over.  Chairman Kell stated our board had three options, move to 

approve the request to rezone the property with a second, move to deny the request with a second, or move to table 

the request, review the notes, vote at a later date, with a second.  Sobaski motioned to table, seconded by 

Nurre.  Ayes:  Sobaski, Meyers, Kunze, Kell, and Soukup.  Gib Boxa stated he was advised not to vote because of a 

possible conflict of interest since he does business with Gordon Sevig.  Motion carried.   

Motioned by Kunze, seconded by Nurre to adjourn the meeting.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was ad-

journed at 8:40 PM. 



2011 Household Hazardous Materials  

Mobile Event Numbers  
22 Participants     

    

Materials  Disposal Wts(#) Swap Shop Wts(#) Totals(#)  

Flammable Solvents 23 14 37 

Oil Base Paints/Stains/
Flammable Caulks/
Flammable 
Glues,Tars,& Resins 

163 31 194 

Nuetral Cleaners, 
Acrylic Caulks, Other 
Waterbase materials, 
Fertilizers, small 
amount of latex paint 

39 8 47 

Aerosols 99 33 132 

Poisons/Pesticides 17 0 17 

Corrosives(Acids & 
Bases) 19 17 36 

Oxidizers 0 0 0 

          

Totals  360 103 463 

 The City of Fairfax held our annual City Wide Waste Pickup Day on June 4th.  This year we 

added a Mobile Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event.  Above are the numbers of the 

types of hazardous materials that were collected.  We also collected lots of appliances, steel, 

and other material. 

 

 THANK YOU FOR THE VOLUNTEERS AND STAFF THAT WORKED THE DAY!  

UNITED WAY DONATION CHANGE  

 

 The City of Fairfax has been informed by the United Way of East Central Iowa that the Fair-

fax Fire and Rescue Department and the City of Fairfax are no longer eligible for donor desig-

nation through their organization.  If you have an automatic United Way payroll deduction that 

you have designated to go the Fairfax Fire and Rescue Department or the City of Fairfax you 

will need to make a change.  You may still donate directly to the fire department or the City, 

and we appreciate those donations, but no longer through United Way.  We have been informed 

that this change is due to guidelines set forth by United Way Worldwide regarding agency eli-

gibility.  




