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F A I R FA X  F A C T S 

 

CITY HALL HOURS  

Monday ð Friday 
7:30 AM ð 4:00  PM 

City Hall Phone: 846-2204 
Email: 

fairfax@southslope.net 

Website:  fairfaxia.com 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS  

*****************  
 

Library Board Meeting  

June 7 - 7:00 PM 

Fairfax Public Library 

 

Council Meeting 

June 14 - 7:00 PM 

Fairfax City Hall 

 

Parks and Beautification 

Committee Meeting 

June 16 - 7:00 PM 

Fairfax Public Library 

 

Planning & Zoning 

June 22 - 7:00 PM 

Fairfax City Hall 

 

Fire Department  

June 27 - 7:00 PM 

Firemenôs Hall 

COMMUNITY CLEAN -UP DAY with a  

MOBILE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 

COLLECTION UNIT EVENT  
 

Saturday, June 4th, 7:00 AM to 10:00 AM 
 

See the information sheet later in this newsletter for the details! 

CONTACT INFORMATION SHEET PRIZE WINNERS  

 
 The City of Fairfax recently offered prizes to residents who returned a 

contact information sheet.  The city clerkôs office needs this information from 

each address.  If you havenôt given us one, please do so.   We may have reason to 

contact you about your property.  Many times people change their cell number or 

work number and forget to let us know. 

 Thank you to all of you who already responded.  We received over 300 

forms!  Here is a list of the prize winners.  All prizes except the credit on the util-

ity account, were received by the City of Fairfax free of charge.  Most were free 

giveaways offered from one of our vendors. 

 

 Prize Winner 

 $50.00 credit on utility bill Ray Davis 

 Computer Web Cam Scott/Kathy Ruby 

 Leather Desk Set Greg/Amy Stewart 

 45 Piece Food Container Set Dale/Rhonda Moyle 

 Photo Coasters Rebecca Kramer 

 Picture Frame Set Steve Serbousek 

 Emergency Car Tool Kit Rick/Jackie Nutz 

 Hiking Pouch Jeff Schulte/Jill Nauman 

 Breast Cancer Bag Set Betty Bellon 

 Picnic Bag John/Sandy Lewis 

 Slicer/Food Storage Containers Maurice/Lois Burr 

 City of Fairfax Insulated Bag Ron Andrle 

 City of Fairfax Insulated Bag Ron/Kathy Hunziker 

 City of Fairfax Insulated Bag Tim/Jeanne McAdam 

 

If you havenôt picked up your prize, please stop at the city clerkôs office to claim 

the item. 



R E C O L L E C T I O N S  O F T H E  PA S T     

 In May of 1936 a village meeting was held to discuss incorporating Fairfax.  

In a 25 to 1 vote, they decided to have an election to decide if Fairfax should in-

corporate.  That election was held on July 20, 1936.  The decision to incorporate 

was made by a 105 to 24 vote.  On August 24, 1936, the first city election was 

held to chose a mayor and city council.  William Behle was elected the first 

mayor of Fairfax and served 1936 - 1945.  The first official city council meeting 

was presided over by Mayor William Behle on August 31, 1936.   

 William Behle owned and operated the Wm. Behle, Elevator.  He and his 

family lived in the house at 132 Church Street. 

 

I want to thank Loren and Jean Meredith for the photograph of Mr. Behle. 

 

-Vernon Cerveny 

Pictured Left:  William Behle 

 

Above and Below:  His Business Card 



MAYORS OF FAIRFAX  
 

 There have been many different mayors of Fairfax.  Each one has given 

their time and energy to help make Fairfax better.  Here is a listing of the mayors 

of Fairfax: 

     

 William Behle  1936-1945 

 John Lefebure  1946-1949 

 John Murphy  1949-1952 

 Franklin Karal  1952-1953 

 Joseph Petrzelka  1954-1955 

 Raymond Mizner  1956-1958 

 Keith Listebarger  1959-1960 

 Wallace Selzer  1960-1961 

 Milo Kubasa  1962-1964 

 Richard Zenisek  1964-1969 

 Harold Shakespeare 1970-1971 

 Betty Austin   1972 

 Harold Shakespeare 1972-1975 

 James Stallman  1975-1983 

 James Feight  1984-1985 

 Charles Peters  1986-1989 

 Russell Nading  1990-1993 

 Mark Sheely   1994-1997 

 Brian Stallman  1998-1999 

 William Voss  2000-2009 

 Jason Rabe   2010-Current 

 

1936 FAIRFAX ELECTED OFFICALS  
 

 The following people were elected to serve on the first city council for the 

City of Fairfax:  C. J. Knickerbocker, Chas J. Dvorak, C. E. Heaton, John Wavra, 

and Frank Moynihan. 

 E. F. Listebarger was elected as the first treasurer and James Yanecek was 

elected as Fairfaxôs first assessor. 

  



 Summer is finally upon us, which means it is a busy time for all of us. I have had a blast coaching my 

sonôs 4-5 year t-ball team in Fairfax. Take a Saturday and check out some games- it is great to watch them 

hustle after the ball.  You can check out the schedules for all the games at www.fairfaxia.com and click on 

the FYSA link. 

 We are wrapping up the first portion of the phase 2 water main replacements along Main St. The pro-

ject should finish on schedule and we thank those affected for their patience.  The second portion will begin 

shortly after USA Days.  Eastern Iowa Builders has finished a beautiful pavilion up at Hawks Ridge Park, the 

floor should be poured sometime in the next couple of months as we work to raise funds.  If you would like 

to donate towards the floor for the Pavilion and have your donation immortalized in concrete, call City Hall 

for more details at 319-846-2204.  The city has also been awarded a $5,000 grant to replace our entire stop 

and yield signage - this is a federally mandated update, but will also be a nice improvement.  Your city gov-

ernment is working hard on several new projects, including the Prairie Creek Trail, which will connect our 

town and a new recreation/sports complex area, which will better serve our growing population of kids.  We 

hope to have more details to share in the coming month. 

 Be sure to tell all your friends, family and neighbors about the upcoming USA Days.  This is Fairfaxôs 

75th anniversary and this should be yet another great year of events, parades, and fireworks.  Word has it that 

this yearôs fireworks show will be even better than ever, and definitely the best show in Linn County. 

 Any thoughts, concerns, or suggestions can be emailed to mayorrabe@gmail.com or by phone at 319-

310-0717. 

-!9/2ȭ3 -).54% 

PHASE 2 OF THE WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROGRAM  
 

 At the end of May, Schrader Excavating was completing the water main 

and water service installations, along with the related paving, finished grading and 

seeding for the first stage of Phase 2 of the Water Main Replacement Project 

along Main Street and Siepman Drive.  This project will be put on hold for most 

of June, then Schrader Excavating will begin the second stage of this project after 

the City of Fairfaxôs USA Days in late June.  The second stage of this project in-

cludes replacing the water main and water services along Losey Avenue and the 

very southern portion of Nickolet Street.  We anticipate that this stage of the pro-

ject will be completed sometime in September. 

Visit our Website at: 

www.fairfaxia.com 
You can view a community calendar, see a list of current events, read 

our codes, download a form, find contact information, and more! 

http://www.fairfaxia.com/
mailto:mayorrabe@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

        The approximate area to be rezoned is circled on the map. 
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CITY OF FAIRFAX  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

REZONING APPLICATION ï ZONING CLASSIFICATION  

 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:  

 

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held before the 

Fairfax Planning and Zoning Commission upon the application of 

Gordon Sevig the owner of Lot 148, Prairie View Estates Part 2, Fair-

fax, Linn County Iowa and the contract purchaser, Caseyôs General 

Stores, Inc.  The current zoning is 9 RS: Single Family Residential Dis-

trict and they are requesting that the zoning be changed to the C-2 

Highway Commercial District.  The said hearing will be held before the 

Fairfax Planning and Zoning Commission at Fairfax City Hall, at 525 

Vanderbilt Street, on Wednesday, June 22, 2011 at 7:00 PM or soon 

thereafter, at which time and place you may appear and be heard in re-

gard to said application. 

 

Cynthia Stimson, City Clerk/Treasurer 



FA I R FA X  F I R E  A N D  R E S C U E  

P R O U D L Y  SE R V I N G  F A I R F A X - W A L F O R D  A N D  SU R R O U N D I N G  A R E A S 

 This year marks the 75th Anniversary that our fire department has existed!  

Iôm sure there are some of our citizens that have been here for all 75 years!  We 

are very proud of the accomplishments the Fairfax Fire Department has achieved 

throughout the last 75 years and even more proud of all of the members who have 

served on it!  We do have a new member to the fire department family, speaking 

of its members!  Marc and Kelly Magers are the proud parents to a baby girl, 

Anndee Jane Magers - born May 17th!  Congrats to Marc & Kelly! 

 Without our great town, we wouldnôt be able to have such a great fire depart-

ment.  We hope this upcoming Fairfax Fun Days and 4th of July that you can take 

a few minutes to acknowledge the volunteer fire fighters in your community & 

remember why we are celebrating Independence Day! 

  

 

Here is the first recorded Fire Report of the Fairfax Fire Department: 

 

Fire Report 

December 7th, 1937 

Called to a farm home of John OôConnell between four and five A.M. where the 

tenant house on the farm of John OôConnell was on fire. 

Chief, Chas J. Dvorak, Leo Zamastil, Wm. G. Zamastil and C.E. Heaton re-

sponded to the call. 

The six room house was burned far beyond the point where some could be saved 

due to the fact that the fire was not discovered until the roof of the house had 

fallen in. 

A light snow was falling, the roads were icy and quite treacherous but in spite of 

these hazards Mr. OôConnell was very much pleased with the promptness in which 

the department responded, advising the Chief that he realized the house could not 

be saved when he placed the call but thought protection might be given to the 

other buildings.  He further reported to the Chief that it was just 15 minutes from 

the time he placed the call until the truck was on the scene, a distance of approxi-

mately 6 miles, and the local telephone operator was obliged to call various mem-

bers of the Fire Department from bed. 

-J.L.K 

 



Pictured 1951 Fire Department Members:  Ralph Emanuel, Charles, Dvorak, 

Ray Mizner, Andy Miller, Howard Steinmetz, Jack Neuhaus  

 

Current 2011 Fairfax Fire Department Roster: 
 

Tadd Andrle Brian Gibson Bradley Meyers Jay Stewart  

Eric  Bradshaw Donald Gillen Derek Miller Cory Stockton 

EJ Brink Christopher Jordan Jessie Miller Gary Stockton, Jr. 

Jim Bullock Michael Kasper Lynn Miller Jason Williams 

Marcus Burns Daniel Kosmach Jeffrey Pottebaum Alex Wisnousky 

Steven Carriger Brandon LeFebure Michael Sankot *Fire Chief*  

Joe Costigan Cody Luther Derrick Sexton Bradford Wisnousky 

Kevin Costigan Michael Machula Phil Sexton Dave Yanechek 

Matthew Crispin Marc Magers Brian Stallman Dan Zamastil 

Michelle Crispin Jess Manning Paul Stallman William Zamastil 

Douglas Exline Brian Merta Michael Steimel 
 

From all of us here on the Fairfax Fire Department, we wish you a safe and won-

derful 4th of July.  Congratulations to our Great Town of Fairfax on 75 years of be-

ing incorporated! 

-Jamie Meyers 




